MEXICO
a corresponding effect on Mexico. Part of the population
accepted the liberal and rationalistic Constitution of
Ferdinand VII, while others rejected it and clamoured
for the return of the Jesuits. The higher clergy thereupon
espoused the cause of freedom, a plan for a rising was
drawn up, in which the freemasons forbade their members
to take part, on pain of death. To-day they take to them-
selves all the credit for bringing about the liberation of
Mexico.
In reality the war was carried on by Colonel Iturbide,
to whom all the towns flung wide their gates. Unfor-
tunately Iturbide, when the victory was won, was loath
to offer the crown of an independent Mexico to a Bour-
bon. He proclaimed himself Emperor, and the free-
masons, aided and abetted by the Anglo-Saxons, de-
throned and shot him in 1823. A federal Republic,
modelled on the Republic of the United States of North
America, was now proclaimed. It involved a whole
series of struggles and civil conflicts in which military
coups d'etat followed on faepronunciamentos. Certain States
declared their independence. In 1857, Mexico pro-
claimed the separation of Church and State, nationalized
ecclesiastical property, and suspended payment of the
external debt. It was at this juncture that Napoleon III
undertook the disastrous Mexican campaign, with the
object of providing the Archduke Maximilian of Austria
with an Imperial throne.
Almost immediately, matters took an ill turn. The
forces of the country rallied as one man about an Indian,
Benito Juarez, who, at twelve years of age, did not even
know his letters. Juarez defeated Maximilian at Quere-